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Biblical Doctrine - Yellowstone Baptist Church 

God the Father - Theology Proper (pgs. 160-188) 

I. Give a general definition of perfections. (pg. 161) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

II. What would happen if any of God’s perfections were denied? (pg. 161) 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

III. Method of Identification (pgs. 161-162) – Scripture is the only divinely assured method to 

identify the perfections of God. 

 A. Why cannot these perfections be discovered and defined by man? (pg. 161) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 B. Define the main three scholastic methods used in the Middle Ages to try and derive 

knowledge of the perfections of God? (pg. 161) 

  1. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  3. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 C. Define the main four modern methods used to try and derive knowledge of the 

perfections of God? (pg. 162) 

  1. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 
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  3. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  4. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 D. What is the problem with these faulty methods? (pg. 162) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 E. Ultimately, Scripture is the only infallible authority for discovering what? (pg. 162) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Relation to God’s Essence (pgs. 162-165) 

 A. What would be the end result if righteousness, power, or love were only parts of God’s 

essence? (pgs. 162-163) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 B. What do open theists believe? (pg. 163) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 C. What are the three reasons for open theism’s faulty view that love is God’s one superior 

perfection faulty? (pgs. 163-164) 

  1. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  3. ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 
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 D. How does each perfection characterize God’s complete essence? (pg. 164) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 E. What is the basis of the rationale that identifies why God’s perfections are identified 

with His essence? (pg. 164) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 F. Give the five ramifications of this understanding of God’s perfections? (pgs. 164-165) 

  1. ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. ________________________________________________________________ 

  3. ________________________________________________________________ 

  4. ________________________________________________________________ 

  5. ________________________________________________________________ 

V. Classifications (pgs. 165-168) 

 A. Give the difference between incommunicable and communicable perfections (pg. 167) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 B. What do the various classifications of God’s perfections imply? (pg. 168) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

VI. The Incommunicable Perfections (pgs. 168-179) – Provide a definition for each of these 

perfections and scriptural evidence for each. 

 A. Independence (Aseity) (pgs. 168-169) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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 B. Immutability (pgs. 169-170) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 C. Infinity with regard to time – Eternity (pgs. 171-173) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 D. Infinity with regard to space – Immensity and Omnipresence (pgs. 173-174) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 E. Unity: Numerical Oneness (pg. 174) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 F. Unity: Simplicity (pg. 175) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 G. Omniscience (pgs. 175-177) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. Define the eternal priority of God’s knowledge (pg. 175) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 
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  2. What are the two aspects of God’s knowledge (pg. 176) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  3. In your own words, summarize the meaning of God’s foreknowledge as seen in 

the way it pertains to man’s salvation in the New Testament (pg. 177) – (Hint: 

Look at the last few sentences of the second paragraph on page 177.)  

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 H. Omnipotence (pgs. 177-178) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. What are things God cannot do? (pg. 178) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. What is the Biblical distinction of God’s power? (pg. 178) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 I. Perfection (pgs. 178-179) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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VII. The Communicable Perfections (pgs. 179-188) – Provide a definition for each of these 

perfections and scriptural evidence for each. 

 A. Spirituality and Invisibility (pg. 179) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 B. Wisdom (pg. 180) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 C. Truth and Faithfulness (pg. 180) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 D. Goodness (pg. 181) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. Define the Latin term summum bonum (pg. 181) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 E. Love (pg. 181) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 F. Grace (pg. 182) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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 G. Mercy (pg. 182) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 H. Longsuffering (pg. 183) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 I. Holiness (pgs. 183-184) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. Define majestic holiness? (pg. 183) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. Define ethical, moral holiness? (pg. 184) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 J. Righteousness (Justice) (pgs. 184-185) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. What and why does a holy and righteous God demand of people who would be 

rightly related to Him? (pg. 184) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 
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 K. Jealousy (pg. 185) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 L. Will (pgs. 185-187) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. Summarize decretive will. (pg. 187) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

  2. Summarize preceptive will. (pg. 187) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

 M. Blessedness (pg. 188) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 N. Glory (pg. 188) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  1. God in His essential nature is truly beyond human understanding. What is the 

only appropriate responses to studying even the fringes of His ways? (pg. 188) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________________________ 
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